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Disbrust is a Two-Way Streeb
between Students and Administrators

“Last year | was suspended out-of-school for two days for talking back
to my teacher. | came in the classroom with my phone out and he
was like, ‘Put it away.’ | said, ‘Why are you telling me to put it away

today when you never have a problem with it [before]?””

When Jonathan continued to inquire why the teacher had never
previously enforced the rule, he was escorted by school security to the
vice principal’s office.

“My vice principal told me that | was suspended for two days.”
After his suspension, Jonathan returned to the classroom and
reflected on the lack of support from school administrators.

“I mean you can't really go talk to an administrator about things like
this. They respond to you with things like, ‘| don't think I'm going to
believe you on this.’ It was my friend that...talked to me and he helped
me understand [how to deal with the situation].”

In school, Jonathan has also withessed the normalization of sexual
harassment and assault.

“I know a few people who have been sexually assaulted. It happens so
often, like boys touching on girls without consent that sometimes
they see it as something that's normal now. People just laugh it off
now. The girls think that it is something that's right now. They think

that they can't do anything to stop the boys.”

The lack of action by school administration has created a culture in
which sexual harassment and assault are permissible and routine.

“Sometimes it is the girls touching the boys without consent and the
boys thinks it's normal too. We're not taught anything about sex. It's
like a taboo topic.”
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